Plano Primed For New Run

By Bill Lidinsky

All good things usually come to an end and in 2008, Plano High Schools two-year run as Class 3A varsity football champions came to a close. The Reapers moved up a classification to 4A and ultimately made the post season for the fourth consecutive season. But they finished out with a 5-5 overall record (4-1, Interstate Eight Small Division) dropping a lopsided opening round playoff game at Aurora Christian by the score of 41-0.

Plano was young in 08 carrying only 10 seniors on its roster. In 2009, the Reapers are once again stacked with senior talent to the tune of 22 players on a large varsity roster totaling 41. That’s something seventh year head football coach Jim Green hasn’t seen during his tenure at Plano.

“Our numbers for the first time are over 40 for both levels in our program. That’s the first time that’s happened here since I’ve been coaching. That’s why we’re really looking forward to this year especially on the varsity level with 22 seniors,” Green said. “It was a nice two year run as state champions. But the loss last year to end our season and our streak left a sour taste in our mouths especially the kind of score it turned out to be. We hadn’t experienced that too much over the past few seasons. But this year, this group is focused and ready to make another run at a great season. We can’t wait.”

Plano returns great skill position players on offense headlined by a three-year varsity veteran at running back, Jeremy (J.J) Cannon (5-11, 185, Sr.). Cannon will take handoffs from second year quarterback Johnny Mendez (5-8, 160 Sr.) who is solid under center.

Also in the backfield will be Geraldo Garcia (5-7, 204, Jr.), Justin O’Hara (5-6, 147, Sr.), Brandon Grote (5-9, 186, Sr.) and young phenom Joseph Jones (6-1, 175, So.).

“Johnny (Mendez) showed some inexperience at quarterback last year as a junior. But he’s really had a great summer and we’re really looking forward to him running and passing the ball as a senior,” Green said. “Of course everyone knows what a great back J.J. (Cannon) is and we’ve got Geraldo Garcia and Brandon Grote to play fullback as a good one two punch there. Justin O’Hara will be solid at the three back spot and then we’ve got a sophomore in Joseph Jones who’s going to see a lot of action. He’s quite an athlete and he’ll impress a lot of people. All in all, our backfield is extremely solid with a good offensive line in front of it.”

Andy Christensen (5-9, 176, So.) will anchor the Reapers offensive line at center with Aldo Rodriguez (6-2, 275, Sr.), Devante Parchman (6-3, 305, Sr.), nick Blasing (5-11, 195, Sr.), and Ryan Smith (5-9, 202, Jr.) rounding out the interior line. Cesar Ocon (6-1, 175, Sr.) and Ryan Lee (6-2, 185, Sr.) will serve as tight ends.

Defensively Plano will be strong as well. Blasing will headline a solid three-man front along with three-year starter Garcia, and Michael Garay (5-11, 250, Sr.). O’Hara and Cannon will flip sides and go from offense to defensive at outside linebacker. Lindell Wallace (5-6, 175, Sr.) and Vance Schmidt (5-9, 200, Jr.) will expect a lot of time at inside linebacker along with Parchman, Grote, and Christensen coming over from the offense to help in defensive coordinator Steve Lucas ever changing, high energy schemes.

Ocon will play at cornerback as will Jason Contreras (5-9, 140, Jr.), while Mendez and Jones will anchor down the two safety spots flipping over to pull double duty in the defensive backfield.

“We’ll have a strong defense with a few guys moving over to play both ways,” Green said. “Overall I think we’ll be very solid on both sides of the ball which should make us competitive hopefully because there are a lot of excellent teams in our conference.”

Expect the Reapers along with Wilmington to contend for the 2009 Interstate Eight Small Division crown with week eight on October 16 serving as a potential showdown as the Wildcats will visit Plano.

“That’s what it came down to last year and Wilmington took back the reigns from us after a couple of years when we were conference champs.” Green said. “I hope it comes down to that. I know Wilmington fully expects to be undefeated going into that game. Hopefully we’ll have something to say about it at that time. That’s a long way away and it should be a great year, but right now we’re focused on week one against Peotone.’

The Reapers open the 2009 campaign with a home contest Friday night, as Peotone will visit with an approximate kickoff time of 7:30 p.m.

